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How We Work

The LA Promise Fund is a nonprofit organization with a mission to improve
academic achievement as well as college and career access and success
for students in the Westbrook Academy, SLATE-Z and beyond.

Our vision is to ensure students are successful in college, career and life
by reducing education inequities and opportunity gaps.

To achieve our mission, the LA Promise Fund develops and implements
high-impact educational programs and services that connect students and
families to the resources they need to succeed, reaching young people
inside their classrooms and through a rich array of expanded learning
opportunities while building their families’ capacity to support them in
realizing their potential.

We employ a variety of strategies to impact educational outcomes for
students, including managing charter schools, partnering with school
districts and running countywide programs.

Empowering students.
Strengthening families.
Building communities.

What We Do

LA Promise Fund programs reach broadly across 58,000 of students in

LA County. Our programs benefit students in underresourced communities
who are primarily African-American, Latinx, and recipients of free or
reduced lunch.

Our programs provide opportunities for educators, parents and students to
build their capacity and skills to create positive change at home, at school,
and in their community.



Our Footprint

Operating across nine counties and 200 schools, LA Promise Fund
serves 58,000 students throughout Los Angeles County.
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The future of

the world is In

my classroom
today.

Ivory A. Toldson
National Director of Education Innovation and Research NAACP

Board Co-Chair Message

Dear Friends and Supporters,

It is a true pleasure to observe the progress and resilience demonstrated by the LA
Promise Fund over the past year. Through a dynamic staff, committed educators, and
engaged community partners, we have continued to deliver on our mission to close the
educational opportunity gap and empower historically marginalized students across Los
Angeles.

This year, we celebrated transformative milestones, including securing critical multi-
year funding to sustain and grow our seven impactful programs. We are especially proud
of our California Department of Education Community Schools Partnership Program
grant, which has enabled us to deepen our commitment to the whole child approach. By
integrating family and community engagement into our strategies, we’ve strengthened
Westbrook Academy’s role as a Community School and enhanced its ability to meet the
academic, social, and emotional needs of our students.

Having spent much of the 2023-24 school year preparing for our successful move of
Westbrook Academy to its permanent South Gate campus in 2024-25, we have focused
on building lasting partnerships in this new community. The team has risen to the chal-
lenge, expanding enrichment opportunities beyond school walls through experiential
learning, field trips, and real-world applications that ignite curiosity and inspire our stu-
dents to dream big.

Our success depends on the collective effort of the LA Promise Fund team, our part-
ners, donors, families, and most importantly, our students. Your steadfast support en-
sures that we can continue providing high-quality education, wraparound services, and
enrichment opportunities that pave the way for success in college, career, and life.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to our mission.

Together, we are building a brighter future for the students and families of Los Angeles.

Donnell Stephen
Beverly Prough
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A message from the CEO

In a world where change is the only constant, our commitment to education and un-
wavering support has empowered us to not only adapt but to thrive. At the LA Promise
Fund, our mission is to improve academic achievement and enhance college and career
access for students in the Westbrook Academy, Los Angeles County and beyond.

Through our seven dynamic programs—Amgen Biotech Experience (ABE-LA), ArtsMat-
ter, Black College Success, Career Pathway Connections, GirlsBuild, Promise Parent,
and The

Intern Project—we have created vibrant community hubs and partnerships that foster
motivated, engaged, and directed students poised for academic, professional, and per-
sonal success.

Westbrook Academy, serving students in grades 6 —12, stands as a testament to our
dedication. By providing an exceptional education that empowers our scholars we are
developing academic achievers, athletes, artists and activists.

Our resilience in the face of change is a collective achievement. It is through the ded-
ication of our educators, the enthusiasm of our students, and the unwavering support
of our community that we continue to flourish. Together, we are not just responding to
change; we are shaping a brighter, more equitable future for all.

Veronica Melvin

President & CEO
LA Promise Fund

To provide quality
education, we must
recognize the
diverse needs of
every student and
ensure they have the
resources to
succeed.”

Miguel Cardona
Former U.S. Secretary of Education

1"
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Our Programs

Delivers an innovative science education program that
provides a hands-on molecular biology curriculum and
cutting-edge in-person and online lab experiences

to students.

Provides high-impact arts education programming for Los
Angeles Schools. They empower teachers with media arts
integration knowledge and practice to boost classroom
engagement and inspire students.

Creates pathways for college success by partnering with
select colleges and universities, enabling more Black and
African-American students from 10 South LA high schools
to attend and graduate from four-year colleges.

Strengthens the connection between a network of 120
South LA area high schools, Trade Tech, and the business
sector to ensure more local student are professionally
prepared to pursue post- secondary education and
careers in the fields of Digital Media, Healthcare, Business
& Finance, and more.

Creates the next generation of change agents by
challenging young women from public middle and high
schools across LA County and beyond to use STEM
principles and 21st Century learning skills to

tackle issues.

Enhances career readiness by placing Los Angeles
public high school juniors and seniors in paid summer
internships in an array of fields.

Builds the capacity of parents and caregivers to support
their children’s educational and career pursuits by
engaging them around their roles, rights, and
responsibilities.




Amgen Biotech Experience Los Angeles
(ABE-LA) is an innovative science education
program that provides teacher professional
development, teaching materials, and
research-grade equipment and supplies to
secondary schools free of charge. It features
a hands-on molecular biology curriculum that
introduces students to the excitement of
scientific discovery through cutting edge
in-person and online lab experiences.

18,929

Students completing
1+ hands on lab
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ArtsMatter provides high-impact arts education programming for Los Angeles
Schools. They empower teachers with media arts integration knowledge and
practice to boost classroom engagement and inspire students.

ArtsMatter Professional
Development Symposium

The ArtsMatter Professional Development Symposium, hosted by LA
Promise Fund and Los Angeles Unified School District, was held in
response to the historic passing and implementation of Prop 28, which
provides $1 billion in state funding dedicated to arts education in public
schools serving Pre-K to 12th grades.

OK+ 300+ 36 43 1,750
Students Teachers Partnering Workshops Training
Benefited Organizations & Presentations Hours
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Symposium
Honorees &
Keynote Speakers

Wendy
Burch

Emmy
Award-winning TV

Journalist KTLA 5

Austin
Beutner

Former
Superintendent
Los Angeles
Unified School
District

Alex
Israel

Contemporary Artist
and
Designer

In Memoriam:
Gloria Molina

Former
Supervisor
Los Angeles County
Board of
Supervisors

Lula
Wasington

Founder and Artistic
Director Lula
Washington Dance
Theater

Alberto
M. Carvalho

Superintendent
Los Angeles
Unified School
District

Symposium
Partners and Sponsors

WESTLAKE

ACTING STUDIO

gt Skirball

Cultural Center
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Black College Success is a South LA focused initiative that partners with
select Colleges and Universities to create pathways for college success,
enabling more Black and African-American students from 10 South LA
high schools to attend and graduate from 4-year colleges.

9,000

Students
Impacted

Black College Success:
Programmatic Wins in a Year of Change.

When the Supreme Court issued its decision in Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard and UNC-Chapel
Hill, it struck down 40 years of legal precedent, effectively ending race-conscious admissions and placing
new limits on diversity, equity, and inclusion programs in higher education.

“The decision is a tragedy,” said Ibert Schultz, Executive Director of Black College Success. “It dismantles
programs that have opened doors for millions of students and threatens future generations’ access to
opportunity. But our mission doesn’t shift with the legal landscape—if anything, it becomes even more
urgent.” And despite these challenges, Black College Success has made meaningful gains this past fiscal
year:

Expanding College Access & Success:

Our Access Scholars submitted over 1,700 college applications, resulting in more than 200 acceptances—
and we're still counting. In a moment when the pathways to college are narrowing for many Black
students, we're proud to see ours moving forward with real options.

Strengthening STEAM Pathways:

Our Black S2 program, in partnership with USC, continued to provide transformative opportunities for 100
STEAM Scholars exploring fields like Health Science, Engineering, Arts & Entrepreneurship, and Video
Game Design. These are high-demand industries where Black representation is still far too rare, and we're
changing that trajectory.

Building Career-Ready Graduates:

Through personalized advising, skill development, and networking, we supported more than 520 College
Fellows at over 80 colleges and universities, preparing them for success beyond graduation. Whether

in Computer Science, Health Sciences, Business, Media, or Engineering, our students will leave campus
ready for the workforce—not just with degrees, but with clear pathways forward.

The Black Futures Project — Launching Fall 2025:
Looking ahead, we're excited to launch the Black Futures Project, designed to close the college-to-career
gap for Black students. This initiative will offer:

o Industry-Recognized Certifications (Salesforce, Python, PMP)

o Proof-of-Skill Portfolios built through micro-internships and real-world projects
+ Paid Work-Based Learning opportunities with leading employers

o Targeted Skills Training through LinkedIn Learning and local partnerships

Moving Forward with Purpose:

The Supreme Court’s decision makes our work more complex, but it also makes it more critical. We're
advocating for stronger policies, clearer guidance, and greater investment to ensure Black students
continue to have access to life-changing opportunities. This past year proved that even in challenging
times, Black College Success is making an impact. And we're just getting started.

— Ibert Schultz, Executive Director

21



Career Pathway Connections strengthens the connection between a The Intern Project (TIP) provides an opportunity for high school juniors and
network of 14 South LA area high schools, Trade Tech, and the business seniors to participate in subsidized summer internships and for businesses
sector to ensure more local student are professionally prepared to pursue to build a diverse pipeline of future talent.

post- secondary education and careers in the fields of Digital Media,

Healthcare, Business & Finance, and more.

4106

Students participating
in CPC programs

149

Student interns completing
60+ subsidized internship hours




For six years, the Los Angeles Rams has partnered with LA Promise Fund
to offer internships to South Los Angeles students. The Los Angeles

Rams are one of many partners who work through The Intern Project, an
LA Promise Fund program, to provide students with professional work
experience. Originally the partnership focused on offering opportunities for
students only from Inglewood Unified School District. Through it's success,
The Rams broadened the internship program partnership in 2019 to include
additional public high schools from various school districts in Los Angeles
County. During the internship, students also participate in interviews with
team executives and attend professional development workshops. To date,
The Rams and LA Promise Fund partnership provided more than 40 local
students, 70 percent who were first generation college students, with
work-based learning opportunities.

50 95%

Students Interns have reported an increase in leadership, public
Served to Date speaking, time management, confidence and professional skill

2)




The LA Promise Fund GirlsBuild program
welcomed the first female Mayor of

Los Angeles - Mayor Karen Bass to their
annual GirlsBuild Summit as the keynote
speaker. In Mayor Bass’ keynote address,
she called on the GirlsBuild students to
support her homelessness initiative by
hosting a day of service. Eager to answer

GirlsBuild challenges young women from public middle and high schools the Ca”: more than 500 VO|UnteerS JOIned
to use STEM principles and 21st Century learning skills to effect social Glf'SBUlld teams to assemb|e over 3 200
change. GirlsBuild activates young women to engage with the issues they . !

care about and prepares them to solve the problems of tomorrow. care kits for the unhoused.

9
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293K

Community Members
& Students Served







Promise Parent engages parents, guardians, caretakers,

and families as key partners in supporting student academic success.
It serves as a vehicle to empower families to further understand the
education school system.



WESTBROOK
ACADEMY

Operated by LA Promise Fund

D

Westbrook Academy delivers a world-class education to 6th through
12th-grade youth while developing academic achievers, athletes, artists,
and activists committed to social change.

We are a Community School that serves as a resource hub, offering students

a safe and personalized learning environment while simultaneously engaging NBA superstar and LA Promise Fund Board Member Russell Westbrook
their families as partners throughout their scholar’s academic journey. celebrated the beginning of a new chapter for Westbrook Academy

with a high-energy demolition party to kick off the academy’s extensive
Westbrook Academy is a public charter school authorized by the Los Angeles renovations. The event marked the start of a significant transformation
County Office of Education, a California Charter School Association member, aimed at providing enhanced educational and athletic facilities for the
and accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. students.

The renovations will happen in phases, where the initial phase includes
classroom and office renovations along with landscaping improvements.
These enhancements aim to create a more engaging and supportive
learning environment for students and provide valuable resources for the
surrounding community.

© & E2]

o )
Secured Strategic 9 5 /° 97 /O

Partnership with College Graduation
Valiente College Prep Acceptance Rate Rate




Board Members

Young Professionals
Council Members

Ali Powell

Microsoft

Alison Temple

Wild Card Creative Group

Amit Verma

PWC

Brian McNamee

Amgen, Retired

Danielle Vick

Citi Private Bank, Retired

Dean Hallett

Hallett Leadership | LAPF Treasurer

Donnell Beverly, Jr.

Russell Westbrook Enterprises | LAPF Co-Chair

Elizabeth Mann

Mann Legal Team | LAPF Secretary

Fernando Fernandez

The Jaime Escalante Program

Frank Marshall

The Kennedy/Marshall Company

Ivelisse Estrada

Univision, Retired

Jaime Ernesto Uzeta

Strategy and Innovation Consultant

Kathleen Kennedy

Lucasfilm

Leo Medina

East Los Angeles College

Megan Chernin

LAPF Board Member

Melissa Stephens

Ares Management

Molly Park

Amazon Prime Video

Paul de Bernier

Mayer Brown LLP

Peter Jarowey

Vertical Entertainment

Russell Westbrook

Russell Westbrook Enterprises

Simon Osborn

Goldman Sachs

Stephen Prough

Salem Partners | LAPF Co-Chair

Tanesha Duncan

Amgen Inc.

Bryant Lee

Real Estate Associate at Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Courtney Laster

Google

Courtney Paul

Senior Manager of Employee Communications at LinkedIn

Desiree Flores

Director of Social Impact of the UTA Foundation

Diana Becnel

Global Business Manager at Microsoft

Mike Butler
Chief of Staff at Jogg

Samantha Scott

Human Resources Operations & Technology Manager at NBCUniversal



Financials
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Income Misc Earned Income
1.26% 9.43%
Events
Earned Income $2,196,096 8.45%
2.74% .
Other Income $1,967,223 Business
Other - Contributions
Business Contributions $818,682 Contributions 3.51%
Individual Contributions $291,574 0.48% Individual
Contributions
Government Contributions $8,835,391
1.25%
Foundation Contributions $8,140124
Other Contributions $112,590
Events $637,960 .
Foundation Government
Misc $293,969 Contributions Contributions
o, (o)
Total Revenues $23,293,610 34.95% 37.93%
EXpenSGS Fundraising
2.63%
Expenses General
Program $12,475,360 18.58%
Management $2,333,344
General $3,492175
Fundraising $493,399 Management
12.42%
Total $18,794,278
Program
66.38%
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Our Team

Headquarters (HQ)

Aidaa Asmerom

Executive Assistant - BCS
YEVAYENR

Dir. of Partnerships &

Community Engagement
Alejandra Ascencio

Sr. School Operations Manager
Alejandro Avalos

Academic Data & Analytics Manager
Alexander Rincon

Senior AD of Advancement
Andrew Lomeli

Associate Director of Grants
Beranger LeFranc

Teaching Artist
Camira Carter

Sr. Director of People & Operations
Camly Nguyen

Director of Data & Analytics
Charles Daroy

Sr. IT Technician
Christina Korn

Sr. Director of Arts Programs
Daisy Rodriguez

Assoc. Dir of College Success
Dedreiana Elliott

College Access Manager
Derek Reddicks

College Success Manager
Diamond Thomas

College Success Manager
Edgar Campos

Chief Advancement Officer
Emerald Smith Sr.

Manager of Family &

Community Outreach
Gerrel Sayles

Associate Director of College Access
Gladys Rodriguez

Laboratory Technician/

Site Coordinator, OC
Hector Pimentel

College Access Manager

Ibert Schultz

Executive Director BCSI
Jade Stevens

Sr. Director of Communications
Jadid Vega Hernandez

Family Recruitment & Outreach Mgr
Jamia Morton

Director of Black College Success
Jason Marin

Chief of Schools
Jenna Brewer

Communications Manager
Jhonathan Villa

Sr. IT Technician
Jo Wu

Co-Site Coordinator OC
Jonathan Lopez Herrera

Career Pathways Manager
Jorge Flores

Senior Manager of

Career Pathways Connections
Karin Steinhauer

ABE Director/Site Coordinator
Kennedie Doyle

Lab Assistant
Kevin Lemus Jacinto

Lab Assistant
Kisaye Nyabinyere Jallah

College Success Manager
Kristen Balagtas

Sr. Office Manager/EA
Lawrence Berment

Sr. Dir of Information Technology
Leslie Aaronson

Chief Program Officer
Liliana Vasquez

Chief Operations Officer
Lori Hashimoto

Director of School Operations
Luz Hernandez

ABE Sr. Associate

Director/Site Coordinator
Madeline Williams

Director of Career

Pathway Connections
Maria Fernandez

Student Recruitment Coordinator
Matthew Reynolds

Sr. Teaching Artist

Melanie Ramirez
Associate Director of
Youth Leadership
Mitsy Natareno
Lab Assistant
Monica Cardona
Sr. Director of Family &
Community Outreach
Mutoni Ingabire
College Access Manager
Raven Sanchez
Teaching Artist
Raymundo Baltazar
Director of Arts Programs
Riordan Tenney
Associate Director of
People & Operations
Robert Nguyen
Laboratory Technician/
Site Coordinator, SoLA
Roc’kale Bowman
Assoc. Director of STEM
Ron Fernando
Chief Financial Officer
Ryan Bunn
Data & Analytics Manager
Samantha Leano
Lab Technician/Site
Coordinator Pasadena Bio
Collab
Samara Cadogan
Associate Director of
Career Pathway Connec-
tions
Sarah Escajeda
Director of Community
Schools
Sonya Sahar
Khiz Langroody
Lab Assistant
Tonysha Miles
College Success Manager
Veronica Melvin
President/CEO
Wendy Ayuso
Family & Community
Outreach Manager

Cont.

Westbrook Academy

Alan Eduardo Figueroa-Ruiz

School Culture Aide
Alan Kent

Film Teacher
Alan Pouget

Social Studies Teacher
Alejandra Perez

Instructional Aide
Alex Rambo

English Teacher
Alexy De Paz

School Social Worker
Andrew Garcia

English Teacher
Arturo Waner

School Culture Coordinator
Asharg Molla

Assistant Principal
Barry Ksido

Multiple Subject Teacher
Cardell Walker

Teaching Artist
Carlos Rodriguez

School Culture Aide
Daniela Becerra

Instructional Aide
Darla Vance

Principal
Darrion Louriano

School Culture Aide
Dawn Hentrich

History Teacher
De Andre Burgos Palmer

School Culture Aide
Denise Espinoza

RSP Teacher
Emilsa Gutierrez

Counselor
Fabiola Horta

Instructional Aide
Francis Le

Chemistry Teacher

Gabriela Avalos

Office Coordinator
Jasmine Pela Mendoza

Math Teacher
Jasmine Perez

English Teacher
Jazmin Kent

Social Studies Teacher
Jessica Ibarra

Behavior Interventionist
Johnta Allen

School Culture Aide
Jonathan Munoz

Instructional Aide
Joseph Kanach

Biology Teacher
Keila Medina Villanueva

Art Teacher
Kimberly Galvez

Counselor
Leah Ruiz

Instructional Coach
Leonela Contreras-Estrada

School Social Worker
Lynn Cetin

ELD/Reading Intervention Teacher
Melvin Ramirez

Custodian
Michael Moreno

Spanish Teacher
Nancy Cortez

School Social Worker
Narine Papazyan

Assistant Principal
Natali Garcia

Spanish Teacher
Natalie Bracamontes

Instructional Aide
Paola Tapia

SPED Coordinator
Patricia Agalzoff

School Business Operations Manager

Robert Anyiam

Science Teacher
Robert Corral

Math Teacher
Robin Park

Counselor
Rosa Lopez

RSP Teacher
Samir Bryman

PE Teacher
Sarah Rice

6th Grade Teacher
Sergio Rodriguez

7th Grade Teacher
Shaqiel Rhaburn

Instructional Aide
Shaqueal Adkins

Instructional Aide
Sonny Flores

PE Teacher
Stephany Gonzalez

Instructional Aide
Tony Han

Multiple Subject Teacher
Yanelly Rubio

School Business

Operations Manager
Yong Sui

Math Teacher
Yuliana Pinzon

Multiple Subject Teacher
Zeidy Revolorio

Principal
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Our Partners

AMGEN Biotech
Experience

Education Development Center
CSU Channel Islands

Fullerton College

Los Angeles Pierce College

Los Angeles Mission College

Los Angeles Trade Tech College
Los Angeles Community College
District

Los Angeles Unified School District
Pasadena Bio Collaborative Incu-
bator

Rancho Santiago Community
College District

South Bay Workforce Investment
Board

The Huntington Library

Ventura County of Education
Bioscience LA

ArtsMatter

Getty Foundation

(PST ART: Art & Science Collide)
The Getty

LAUSD Arts Education Branch
LAUSD

Paramount Media Networks
Film Independent

Las Fotos Project

California Science Center
llene Squires Photography
Kamella Tate Associates, LLC

Black College Success

University of Southern California
University of California,

Los Angeles

University of California, Riverside

Black College Success Cont.

Charles Drew College
Pomona College

Our Own

Hidden Genius

Viterbi K-12 STEM center
Deloitte

LAUSD BSAP

Inglewood Unified School District
Black College Expo, LLC
Dreamworks

Kayne Foundation
Council Member
Heather Hutt, CD10
Sol a Robotics, Inc.

Career Pathway
Connections

Aerospace

Ares Management

AWS

Disney

Nickelodeon
PriceWaterhouseCooper LLC
Intuit

Snhap

SolLa Tech Center

Vertical Entertainment

Westbrook Academy

54th Street Seventh-Day Adventist
Church

986 Pharmacy

byteCares

LA Regional Food Bank

St. Brigid Catholic Church
St. John’s Well Child & Family
Center

The Harmony Project

Vision to Learn

Well Nest

GirlsBuild

Amgen Foundation
Disney

Snap

Vertical Entertainment
Pulse Arts

Amity Foundation
Panasonic

Broad Foundation
MFUG Bank

Intuit

SolLa Tech Center
Univision
Technolochicas

Parent
Engagement

986 Pharmacy

East LA College

Kaiser Permanente

LA City Council Curren D. Price’s
Office

Los Angeles Regional Food Bank
Microsoft

OneLA

St. John’s Well Child & Family
Center

The Harmony Project
TruConnect

AltaMed

The Intern Project

826LA

Abramson Architects
Aerospace

America on Tech

Bric Foundation

Budding Artists

Buro Happold

Disney

Dynasty Youth Association
Grandson Creative

Heart of Los Angeles

High Wide & Handsome
Hotel Bel Air

Justice for My Sister

Kid City Hope Place
Kennedy Marshall Company
Los Angeles Unified School District
LATTC

Nickelodeon

Pulse Arts

Rising Communities

Salem Partners

SolLa Tech Center
Technolochicas

The Chernin Group

The Los Angeles Rams
Wild Card | 3AM
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Our
Donors

$10,000 & Above

- California Arts Council
- Amazon Web Service
$250,000 & Above - Paramount ,
- Board of Supervisors Holly Mitchell
- Chick-Fil-A
- Danielle Vick
- Goldman Sachs
- KBLA
- Kroger/Ralphs/Food4Less
- LA84 Foundation
- Smiley Radio Properties
- Wild Card Media

- Service Station Foundation
- US Department of Education
Innovation & Research
- Amgen Foundation
- Russell Westbrook Why Not? Foundation
- Eli & Edythe Broad Foundation

$100,000 & Above
$5,000 & Above

- California Community Foundation

- SNAP Foundation .
- Nickelodeon

- Ana Margarida
$50,000 & Above - Hallet Family Trust
- Lucas Museum
- Peter Jarowey - No Kid Hungry
- Berti & Prough Trust - OpenGate Capital

- Getty Foundation - Sony Pictures Entertainment
- The Walt Disney Company

- Panasonic
- Berti-Prough Family Foundation $1'000 & Above

- Gene Sykes
- BuroHappold

- Donnell Beverly Jr
$25,000 & Above - Biondi Family (Vanguard Charitable)
- Carol and James Collins Foundation
- Kaiser Permanente - Ares Management
- Dwight Stuart Youth Fund - Bryant Lee
- Intuit - Desiree Flores
- just keep livin Foundation - Lynn Kha
- American Express - Samantha Scott
- Berti Foundation in memory of - Diana Becnel
Giancarla Berti - Courtney Paul
- Kayne Foundation - Evitarus
- The Kennedy/Marshall Company
- Elizabeth Mann
- Primestor Development

Join Us

Serving tens of thousands of students across LA

County, the LA Promise Fund is committed to bringing

key resources to those who need them the most.

Lend Your Support

info@lapromisefund.org
LAPromiseFund.org/donate
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